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(57) ABSTRACT

A bearing block assembly in an engine is provided. The
bearing block assembly includes at least one bearing block
to rotatably support an oil lubricated shaft and fastening
apparatus to attach the at least one bearing block to a flat
mounting surface on a large engine component and a thermal
barrier positioned between the shaft and the flat mounting
surface configured to reduce the loss of heat to the large
engine component from oil used to lubricate the shaft.
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1
ENGINE BEARING BLOCK ASSEMBLY

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims priority to G.B. Patent
Application No. 1306506.5, “AN ENGINE BEARING
BLOCK ASSEMBLY,” filed Apr. 10, 2013, the entire con-
tents of which are hereby incorporated by reference for all
purposes.

FIELD

The present disclosure relates to bearing assemblies used
to rotatably support a shaft of an engine and in particular to
an improved engine bearing block assembly.

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY

It is known in the art to provide a bearing assembly for
rotating a shaft of an engine, such as for example a crank-
shaft main bearing assembly, a camshaft bearing assembly,
and a balancer shaft bearing assembly.

Such prior art bearing assemblies may use a bearing
structure in which a half bearing part of the bearing assem-
bly is formed as an integral part of the engine component
used to support the bearing assembly such as, for example,
a cylinder block of the engine in the case of a crankshaft
main bearing assembly or balancer shaft assembly and a
cylinder head in the case of a camshaft bearing assembly.
U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,612,885 and 8,281,762 show example prior
art bearing assemblies.

The bearing assemblies may include a bearing cap which
is fastened to the half bearing part to form in combination a
rotatable support for the respective shaft. With such an
arrangement the bore of each bearing assembly is machined
in-situ on the engine component and then the end cap has to
be removed to fit the shaft and is then refastened to the half
bearing part on the engine component for use.

Such a manufacturing arrangement is complex, time con-
suming and requires the engine component to include intri-
cate shapes and forms to provide the half bearings. A further
problem with such an arrangement is that, due to the
thermally conductive nature of such a bearing assembly, the
majority of the heat transferred to oil used to lubricate the
bearing assembly is lost by conduction into the very large
mass constituted by the engine component. For example, in
the case of a main bearing assembly, a large portion of the
heat generated is lost by way of conduction to the cylinder
block.

Following a start-up from cold, that is an engine start-up
where the temperature of the engine is originally close to
ambient temperature, significant friction losses are produced
due to the lubricating oil being below an optimum operating
temperature. These losses increase fuel usage during the
initial warm-up period and, in addition, increase wear if the
oil is below a minimum temperature at which additives in
the oil become fully activated. In an effort to reduce these
losses it has been proposed to insulate an oil feed passage of
the engine so as to reduce the loss of heat from the oil,
thereby speeding up the oil heating process and reducing
fuel usage. While such an approach produces a significant
reduction in oil warm-up time, the heat lost from oil within
a rotating shaft bearing of such an engine is not reduced.

As such in one approach, a bearing block assembly in an
engine is provided. The bearing block assembly comprises at
least one bearing block to rotatably support an oil lubricated
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2

shaft and fastening apparatus to attach the at least one
bearing block to a flat mounting surface on a large engine
component and a thermal barrier positioned between the
shaft and the flat mounting surface and configured to reduce
the loss of heat to the large engine component from oil used
to lubricate the shaft. In this way, heat loss from oil used to
lubricate a rotatable shaft bearing assembly of an engine is
reduced. Additionally, the aforementioned engine bearing
assembly is simple in construction, thereby reducing the cost
and complexity of manufacture of the engine component to
which it is fastened.

The above advantages and other advantages, and features
of the present description will be readily apparent from the
following Detailed Description when taken alone or in
connection with the accompanying drawings.

It should be understood that the summary above is pro-
vided to introduce in simplified form a selection of concepts
that are further described in the detailed description. It is not
meant to identify key or essential features of the claimed
subject matter, the scope of which is defined uniquely by the
claims that follow the detailed description. Furthermore, the
claimed subject matter is not limited to implementations that
solve any disadvantages noted above or in any part of this
disclosure. Additionally, the above issues have been recog-
nized by the inventors herein, and are not admitted to be
known.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an end view of a first example bearing block
assembly;

FIG. 2 is an end view of a second example bearing block
assembly;

FIG. 3 is a cross-section through the bearing block
assembly shown in FIG. 1 showing a first example fastener
and insulation arrangement;

FIG. 4 is a cross-section through the bearing block
assembly shown in FIG. 1 showing a second example
fastener and insulation arrangement;

FIG. 5 is a cross-section through the bearing block
assembly shown in FIG. 1 showing a third example fastener
and insulation arrangement;

FIG. 6 is an end view of a third example bearing block
assembly;

FIG. 7 is a cross-section through the bearing block
assembly shown in FIG. 6 showing a fastener and insulation
arrangement;

FIG. 8 is an end view of a fourth example bearing block;
and

FIG. 9 is a cross-section through the bearing block
assembly shown in FIG. 8 showing a fastener and insulation
arrangement.

The figures are diagrammatic in nature.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A bearing block assembly in an engine is described
herein. The bearing block assembly may include at least one
bearing block to rotatably support an oil lubricated shaft and
fastening apparatus to attach the at least one bearing block
to a flat mounting surface on a large engine component and
a thermal barrier positioned between the shaft and the flat
mounting surface and configured to reduce the loss of heat
to the large engine component from oil used to lubricate the
shaft. In this way, heat loss from oil used to lubricate a
rotatable shaft bearing assembly of an engine is reduced.
Additionally, the aforementioned engine bearing assembly is
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simple in construction, thereby reducing the cost and com-
plexity of manufacture of the engine component to which it
is fastened.

The bearing block assembly may include first and second
bearing blocks and the fastening apparatus may comprise a
pair of spaced apart threaded fasteners that extend through
holes in the two bearing blocks to attach the bearing blocks
to the large engine component wherein the second bearing
block has an end face and the thermal barrier includes a layer
of insulating material interposed between the end face of the
second bearing block and the flat mounting surface so that
no part of the second bearing block is in contact with the flat
mounting surface.

Alternatively, in another example the bearing block
assembly may include a single bearing block and the fas-
tening apparatus may comprise a pair of spaced apart
threaded fasteners that extend through holes in the single
bearing block to attach the bearing block to the large engine
component wherein the bearing block has an end face and
the thermal barrier includes a layer of insulating material
interposed between the end face of the bearing block and the
flat mounting surface on the large engine component so that
no part of the bearing block is in contact with the flat
mounting surface.

The layer of insulating material may be an insulating plate
made from a material having a low thermal conductivity, in
one example. Furthermore, the insulating plate may space
the end face of an abutting bearing block away from the flat
mounting surface so that no part of the abutting bearing
block is in contact with the flat mounting surface. Addition-
ally, the insulating material may be a ceramic material in one
example.

Moreover, each threaded fastener may have an elongate
shank that extends through at least one bearing block and a
secondary thermal barrier is interposed between each elon-
gate shank and the at least one bearing block through which
it extends, in some examples.

The secondary thermal barrier may comprise one of a tube
made from an insulating material, an air gap and a layer of
insulating material on the elongate shank, in some examples.
In another alternative example, the bearing block assembly
may include first and second bearing blocks made from a
thermal insulating material and the fastening apparatus may
comprise a pair of spaced apart threaded fasteners that
extend through holes in the two bearing blocks to attach the
bearing blocks to the large engine component wherein the
thermal barrier comprises the first and second bearing
blocks.

In a further alternative example, the bearing block assem-
bly may include a single bearing block made from a thermal
insulating material and the fastening apparatus may com-
prise a pair of spaced apart threaded fasteners that extend
through holes in the single bearing block to attach the
bearing block to the large engine component wherein the
thermal barrier comprises the single bearing block. In
another example, each bearing block may be made from a
ceramic material having a low thermal conductivity. Advan-
tageously, each bearing block may be made from a ceramic
material having a thermal coefficient of linear expansion that
is less than the material from which the oil lubricated shaft
is made.

In another example, an engine system having a large
engine component and a plurality of bearing blocks attached
to the large engine component, spaced away from one
another, and rotatably supporting an oil lubricated shaft and
fastening apparatus to attach the at least one bearing block
to a flat mounting surface on a large engine component
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wherein the bearing block assembly provides a thermal
barrier between the shaft and the flat mounting surface so as
to reduce the loss of heat to the large engine component from
oil used to lubricate the shaft.

In one example, the large engine component may have a
single flat planar mounting surface to which all of the
respective bearing block assemblies may be attached. Alter-
natively in one example, the large engine component may
have a like number of flat mounting surfaces as there are
bearing block assemblies and each bearing block assembly
may be attached to a respective one of the flat mounting
surfaces. The large engine component may be a cylinder
block of an engine, a crankcase of an engine, or a cylinder
head of an engine. In one example, the large engine com-
ponent is an engine component that is relatively large in
terms of its mass, surface area, or a combination thereof, in
comparison to another smaller engine component commu-
nicating with the oil, such as a valve.

With particular reference to FIG. 1, there is shown a large
engine component in the form of a cylinder block 5 of an
engine 150. However, it will be appreciated that the large
engine component may be a crankcase of an engine or a
cylinder head of an engine, in other examples. The cylinder
block 5 has a flat surface thereon forming a flat mounting
surface 6 for the attachment of a bearing block assembly 10.

It will be appreciated that there could be a like number of
flat mounting surfaces 6 as there are bearing block assem-
blies 10 or there could be a single large flat planar mounting
surface to which more than one bearing assembly 10 is
attached. In other words, the number of flat mounting
surfaces may be equal to the number of bearing block
assemblies.

In the depicted example, the bearing block assembly 10
includes a first and second metal bearing blocks 11 and 12
and a thermal barrier formed by a layer of insulating material
in the form of flat insulating plate 19.

The first bearing block 11 has an end face 13 and includes
a bearing surface 15 which may be integrally formed as a
coating of bearing material applied to the first bearing block
11 or can be a separate bearing shell made from a bearing
material. Two spaced apart holes are formed in the first
bearing block 11 to allow for the passage of threaded
fasteners 20.

The second bearing block 12 has a flat planar end face 14
and includes a bearing surface 16 which may be integrally
formed as a coating of bearing material applied to the second
bearing block 12 or can be a separate bearing shell made
from a bearing material. Two spaced apart holes are formed
in the second bearing block 12 to allow for the passage of the
threaded fasteners 20.

The first and second bearing blocks 11 and 12 in combi-
nation rotatably support a shaft in the form of a crankshaft
7. An oil feed (not shown) is formed as part of the second
bearing block 12 to supply lubricating oil to the crankshaft
7. The flat insulating plate 19 is made from a material having
a very low thermal conductivity such as, for example,
Silicon Carbide or another suitable ceramic material.

In the depicted example, the insulating plate 19 is inter-
posed between the flat end face 14 of the second bearing
block 12 and the flat mounting surface 6 on the cylinder
block 5 such that no part of the end face 14 of the second
bearing block 12 touches the flat mounting face 6 of the
cylinder block 5. The insulating plate 19 has two spaced
apart holes to allow for the passage of the threaded fasteners
20 and has a flat surface for abutment against the flat
mounting surface 6 and a flat surface for abutment against
the end face 14.
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It will be appreciated that the layer of insulating material
could alternatively be formed as a coating on the second
bearing block 12 and need not be a separate plate like
component and, in such a case, the insulating layer is
arranged such that no part of the second bearing block 12
touches the flat mounting surface 6 of the cylinder block 5.

In one example, the entire end face 16 of the second
bearing block 12 may be covered by the insulating layer or
the insulating plate as this reduces the risk of distortion of
the second bearing block 12 in use. The insulating plate 19
spaces the second bearing block 12 away from the flat
mounting surface 6 so that no part of the second bearing
block 12 is in contact with the flat mounting surface 6, in
some examples.

Rotation of the crankshaft 7 in the bearing block assembly
10 produces friction thereby heating the oil but, due to the
fact that the bearing block assembly 10 forms a thermal
barrier between the oil used to lubricate the crankshaft 7 and
the cylinder block 5, the loss of heat from the oil is
significantly reduced thereby assisting with oil warm-up
particularly following a cold start of the engine of which the
cylinder block 5 forms a part.

Referring now to FIG. 3, which shows a first example
fastener and insulation arrangement. It can be seen in the
depicted example that each of the threaded fasteners 20 has
a head 21, an elongate shank 22 and a threaded end portion
23 that is threadingly engaged with a female thread form in
the cylinder block 5. An insulating washer 18 is interposed
between the head 21 of the threaded fastener 20 and the end
face 13 of the first bearing block 11 and an insulating tube
17 is fitted in the holes formed in the first and second bearing
blocks 11 and 12 so as to provide a thermal barrier between
the shank 22 of the threaded fastener 20 and the first and
second bearing blocks 11 and 12. It will be appreciated that
there could, alternatively, be two insulating tubes, one fitted
in the first bearing block 11 and one fitted in the second
bearing block 12. It will also be appreciated that the shank
22 of the threaded fastener 20 could alternatively be coated
with a thermal insulating material.

The insulating tube 17 and the insulating washer 18 are
both made from a material having a low thermal conduc-
tivity such as silicon carbide and provide a thermal barrier
between the first and second bearing blocks 11 and 12 and
the respective threaded fastener 20.

The two threaded fasteners 20 are used to attach the
bearing blocks 11, 12 to the cylinder block 5 by means of
their threaded engagement with the female thread form in
the cylinder block 5. It will be appreciated that the insulating
plate 19 is also clamped or fastened to the cylinder block 5
by virtue of its interposed position between the flat mounting
surface 6 of the cylinder block 5 and the flat end face 14 of
the second bearing block 12.

Thermal barriers in the form of the insulating plate 19, the
washer 18 and the insulating tube 17 are therefore interposed
between the oil used to lubricate the shaft 7 and the cylinder
block 5 so as to reduce the loss of heat from the oil.
Therefore the heat flow path between the oil used to lubri-
cate the crankshaft 7 and the cylinder block 5 is interrupted
by interposing at least one thermal barrier between the shaft
lubricated by the oil and the cylinder block 5. The use of
such thermal barriers reduces the loss of heat from the oil to
the large structural component, such as crankshaft 5, to
which the bearing block assembly 10 is attached and thereby
reduces the time required for the oil to reach a desired
operating temperature.

Referring now to FIG. 4 which shows a second example
fastener and insulation arrangement that may be a direct
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replacement for the fastener and insulation arrangement
previously described with reference to FIG. 3.

The only significant difference between this example and
that previously described with reference to FIG. 3 is that the
insulating tube 17 is replaced in the case of this example
with an air gap 17a. As before two fasteners 20 are used to
attach the bearing block assembly 10 to the cylinder block
5 and thermal barriers in the form of the insulating plate 19,
the washer 18 and the air gap 174 are interposed between the
oil used to lubricate the shaft 7 and the cylinder block 5.

The example shown in FIG. 4 also has the effect of
interrupting the heat flow path between the oil used to
lubricate the crankshaft 7 and the cylinder block 5 by
interposing at least one and in this case three thermal barriers
between the crankshaft lubricated by the oil and the cylinder
block 5. The loss of heat from the oil to the large structural
component 5 is thereby reduced and the time required for the
oil to reach a desired operating temperature is also reduced.

Referring now to FIG. 5 which shows a third example
fastener and insulation arrangement that may be a direct
replacement for the fastener and insulation arrangement
previously described with reference to FIG. 3.

The only significant difference between this example and
that previously described with reference to FIG. 4 is that
there is no insulating washer between the head 21 of the
threaded fastener 20 and the first bearing block 11 and this
is the arrangement shown in FIG. 1.

As before, two fasteners 20 are used to attach the bearing
block assembly 10 to the cylinder block 5 and thermal
barriers in the form of the insulating plate 19 and the air gap
17a are interposed in heat flow paths between the oil used to
lubricate the shaft 7 and the cylinder block 5. However, with
this example a heat flow path through the head 21 of the
threaded fastener 20 remains. However, this heat flow path
is relatively small due to the very small contact area between
the head 21 of the threaded fastener 20 and the first bearing
block 11.

The example in FIG. 5 also has the effect of interrupting
the heat flow path between the oil used to lubricate the
crankshaft 7 and the cylinder block 5 by interposing thermal
barriers between the crankshaft lubricated by the oil and the
cylinder block 5. As before, the loss of heat from the oil to
the large structural component (crankshaft 5) is thereby
reduced and the time required for the oil to reach a desired
operating temperature is also reduced.

The examples shown in FIGS. 3 and 4 may be used
instead of the example shown in FIG. 5 in the bearing block
assembly shown in FIG. 1 because secondary thermal bar-
riers are in position between the threaded fastener 20 and the
bearing blocks 11, 12. Therefore no contact between the
threaded fastener 20 and the bearing blocks 11, 12 is
possible with these examples.

Although the bearing block assembly has been described
by way of example with reference to the use of a bearing
block assembly to rotatably support a crankshaft and attach
the crankshaft to a cylinder block of an engine it will be
appreciated that the shaft could be any shaft of an engine that
requires oil lubrication and the large structural component
could be the component to which that bearing block assem-
bly is connected.

For example, the shaft could be a camshaft and the large
structural component could be a cylinder head alternatively,
the shaft could be a balancer shaft and the large structural
component could be a cylinder block or a crankcase.

One advantage of the bearing block assembly described
herein is that the components used to form the bearing block
assembly are of simple shape and construction. A further
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advantage of the bearing block assembly described herein is
that the large structural component does not have to be
specially shaped to fit the bearing block assembly it is only
necessary to provide a flat planar surface or flat surfaces to
which the bearing assemblies are attached.

It will be appreciated that several bearing block assem-
blies may be needed to support a single shaft and that the flat
surface or flat surfaces on the large structural component
have to be correctly aligned to correctly position the shaft.
However, the machining of such aligned flat surfaces or a
single flat surface is more easily performed, can be produced
with a high degree of accuracy and is potentially less
expensive to produce than is the case with a prior art
arrangement in which one part of the bearing block assem-
bly is formed as an integral part of the large structural
component.

A method for producing a big end bearing using a
cracking and coating process is disclosed in U.S. Pat. No.
6,379,754 and similar techniques could be used to produce
the first and second bearing blocks 11, 12, if desired.
However, other suitable manufacturing techniques have
been contemplated.

Referring now to FIG. 2 there is shown a second example
of a bearing block assembly 30 that may be a direct
replacement for the bearing block assembly 10 shown and
described with respect to FIG. 1. As before, a large engine
component in the form of a cylinder block 5 of an engine 150
has a flat mounting surface 6 thereon for the attachment of
the bearing block assembly 30.

As before, there could be a like number of flat mounting
surfaces 6 as there are bearing block assemblies 30 or there
could be a single large flat planar mounting surface to which
more than one bearing assembly 30 is attached. In other
words, the number of flat mounting surfaces 6 may be the
same as the number of bearing block assemblies.

The bearing block assembly 30 includes single metal
bearing block 31 and a thermal barrier formed by a layer of
insulating material in the form of a flat insulating plate 39.
However, other bearing block assembly configurations have
been contemplated.

In the depicted example, the bearing block 31 has first and
second end faces 33 and 34 and includes a bearing surface
36. Furthermore, the bearing surface 36 is in the form of a
separate bearing shell made from a bearing material. Two
spaced apart holes are formed in the bearing block 31 to
allow for the passage of threaded fasteners 20.

The threaded fasteners 20 and the insulation of these
fasteners 20 from the bearing block 31 is similar to that
previously described with reference to FIGS. 3-5 with the
exception that, in the case of this example, there is only a
single bearing block 31. As before, the examples shown in
FIGS. 3 and 4 may be used in the bearing block assembly
shown in FIG. 2 instead of the example shown in FIG. 5.
This is because there are secondary thermal barriers in
position between the threaded fastener 20 and the bearing
block 31 with these examples. Therefore, no contact
between the threaded fastener 20 and the bearing block 31
is possible in the examples shown in FIGS. 3 and 4.

As before, the bearing block 31 rotatably supports a shaft
in the form of the crankshaft 7 and an oil feed (not shown)
is formed as part of the bearing block 31 to supply lubri-
cating oil to the crankshaft 7.

The flat insulating plate 39 may be made from a material
having a very low thermal conductivity such as, for
example, Silicon Carbide or another suitable ceramic mate-
rial. The insulating plate 39 is interposed between the flat
second end face 34 of the bearing block 31 and the flat
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mounting surface 6 on the cylinder block 5 such that no part
of the bearing block 31 touches the flat mounting surface 6
of the cylinder block 5, in the depicted example.

The insulating plate 39 has two spaced apart holes to
allow for the passage of the threaded fasteners 20. The
insulating plate 39 has a flat surface for abutment against the
flat mounting surface 6 and a flat surface for abutment
against the end face 34.

It will be appreciated that the insulating layer may alter-
natively be formed as a coating on the bearing block 31 and
need not be a separate component. In such a case, the
insulating layer is arranged such that no part of the bearing
block 31 touches the flat mounting surface 6 of the cylinder
block 5.

In one example, the end face 34 of the bearing block 31
is covered by the insulating layer or the insulating plate 39
to reduce the risk of distortion of the second bearing block
12 in use. The insulating plate 39 spaces the bearing block
31 away from the flat mounting surface 6 so that no part of
the bearing block 31 is in contact with the flat mounting
surface 6.

The insulating plate 39 therefore reduces heat transfer
from the bearing block 31 to the cylinder block 5 thereby
maintaining the oil warmer than it would otherwise be,
particularly, if the cylinder block 5 is at or close to ambient
temperature and the ambient temperature is low. It will be
appreciated that some heat will be lost from the oil to the
bearing block 31 but this may be negligible compared to the
heat that would be lost to the cylinder block 5 if the bearing
block 31 were to be in direct contact with the cylinder block
5.

Rotation of the crankshaft 7 in the bearing block 31
produces friction thereby heating the oil but, due to the fact
that the bearing block assembly 30 forms a thermal barrier
between the oil used to lubricate the crankshaft 7 and the
cylinder block 5. The loss of heat from the oil is therefore
significantly reduced thereby assisting with oil warm-up
following a cold start of the engine of which the cylinder
block 5 forms a part.

It will be appreciated that with such a one piece bearing
block construction the respective shaft will need to designed
s0 as to enable it to be fitted to the bearing block assemblies
used to support it. That is to say, a fabricated or multi-piece
shaft may be desired.

With particular reference to FIG. 6 there is shown a third
example bearing block assembly 110 that may be a direct
replacement for the bearing block assembly 10 shown in
FIG. 1. The bearing block assembly 110 and engine 150 are
illustrated. As before, an engine component in the form of a
cylinder block 5 has a flat mounting surface 6 thereon for the
attachment of the bearing block assembly 110. It will be
appreciated that there could be a like number of flat mount-
ing surfaces 6 as there are bearing block assemblies 110 or
there could be a single large flat planar mounting surface to
which more than one bearing assembly 110 is attached.

The bearing block assembly 110 may include first and
second insulating bearing blocks 111 and 112. The first
bearing block 111 has an end face 13 and includes a bearing
surface 115 which may be integrally formed as a coating of
bearing material applied to the first bearing block 111 or can
be a separate bearing shell made from a bearing material.
Two spaced apart holes are formed in the first bearing block
111 to allow for the passage of threaded fasteners 120.

The second bearing block 112 has a flat planar end face
114 and includes a bearing surface 116 which may be
integrally formed as a coating of bearing material applied to
the second bearing block 112 or can be a separate bearing
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shell made from a bearing material. Two spaced apart holes
are formed in the second bearing block 112 to allow for the
passage of the threaded fasteners 20.

The first and second bearing blocks 111 and 112 in
combination rotatably support a shaft in the form of the
crankshaft 7 and an oil feed (not shown) is formed as part of
the second bearing block 112 to supply lubricating oil to the
crankshaft 7.

The first and second bearing blocks 111 and 112 are made
from a material having a very low thermal conductivity such
as, for example, Silicon Carbide or another suitable ceramic
material.

The flat end face 114 of the second bearing block 112
forms a flat surface that abuts directly against the flat surface
6 on the cylinder block 5, in the depicted example. The first
and second bearing blocks 111 and 112 provide a large
thermal barrier between the oil and the cylinder block 5.

Rotation of the crankshaft 7 in the bearing block assembly
110 produces friction thereby heating the oil but, due to the
fact that the bearing block assembly 110 forms a thermal
barrier between the oil used to lubricate the crankshaft 7 and
the cylinder block 5. The loss of heat from the oil is therefore
significantly reduced thereby assisting with oil warm-up
particularly following a cold start of the engine of which the
cylinder block 5 forms a part.

FIG. 7 shows a fastener and insulation arrangement
forming part of the bearing block assembly 110. Two
threaded fasteners 120 are used and each of the threaded
fasteners 120 has a head 121, an elongate shank 122 and a
threaded end portion 123 that is threadingly engaged with a
female thread form in the cylinder block 5. The head 121 of
the threaded fastener 120 reacts directly against the end face
113 of the first bearing block 111.

An air gap 117a is formed in this case between the shank
122 of the threaded fastener 120 and the holes formed in the
first and second bearing blocks 111 and 112 so as to provide
a thermal barrier between the shank 122 of the threaded
fastener 120 and the first and second bearing blocks 111 and
112. However, the holes may be sufficient diameter to permit
free passage of the threaded fastener shank 122 because very
little heat is transferred from the bearing blocks 111, 112 to
the shank 122 of the threaded fastener 120 due to their good
heat insulating properties.

The two threaded fasteners 120 are used to attach the
bearing blocks 111, 112 to the cylinder block 5 by means of
their threaded engagement with the female thread for in the
cylinder block 5. A thermal barrier in the form of the
insulating first and second bearing blocks 111 and 112 is
therefore produced between the oil used to lubricate the
shaft 7 and the cylinder block 5. Therefore, because both of
the bearing blocks 111, 112 are made from an insulating
material, the transfer of heat from the oil lubricating the
shaft 7 to the cylinder block is greatly reduced thereby
assisting with warm-up of the oil.

The use of a ceramic insulating material for the bearing
blocks 111, 112 is a particularly effective means of prevent-
ing heat transfer from the oil used to lubricate the shaft to the
cylinder block 5. In addition, because the thermal coeflicient
of expansion of the ceramic bearing blocks 111, 112 is
considerably less than that of the material used to manufac-
ture the crankshaft 7 (steel or cast iron), other advantageous
effects are obtained.

For example, it is advantageous if the clearance between
the crankshaft 7 and the bearing blocks 111, 112 is larger
when the components are in a cold state such as ambient
temperature because this will produce lower friction than if
a smaller clearance is used thereby reducing fuel usage.
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However at high temperatures a small bearing clearance
may be used to reduce the flow of oil through the bearing.

If metal bearing blocks are used a large clearance cannot
normally be used when the components are in a cold state
such as ambient temperature because the expansion rates of
the crankshaft and the bearing blocks will be very similar
and so the large clearance would remain even when the oil
is hot. Such a large clearance between the shaft and the
bearing blocks when the oil is hot will result in excessive oil
flow through the bearing thereby requiring the use of a larger
oil pump or the need to run the oil pump at a higher level.
In either case more fuel will need to be used to pump the oil
to the shaft.

However, if a ceramic material is used for the bearing
blocks 11, 112 it is possible to use a large clearance between
the crankshaft 7 and the bearing material 116 when the
crankshaft 7 and the bearing block assembly 110 are cold
that reduces the likelihood (e.g., prevents) excessive friction
in the bearing. This is because such ceramic material has a
much lower coefficient of linear thermal expansion that that
of the material used to make the crankshaft 7. Therefore,
when the components heat up, the large clearance between
the crankshaft 7 and the bearing material 116 will reduce due
to differential expansion so as to produce a smaller clear-
ance. Therefore, when the oil is hot and less viscous, the
bearing clearance is less thereby preventing excessive oil
loss from the bearing without any significant increase in
friction.

Referring now to FIG. 8 there is shown a fourth example
bearing block assembly 210 that may be a direct replace-
ment for the bearing block assembly 10 shown and
described with respect to FIG. 1. As before, an engine
component 5 in the form of a cylinder block 5 of an engine
has a flat planar surface 6 thereon for the attachment of the
bearing block assembly 210.

As before, there could be a like number of flat surfaces 6
as there are bearing block assemblies 210 or there could be
a large flat planar surface to which more than one bearing
assembly 210 is attached.

The bearing block assembly 210 includes a single insu-
lating bearing block 231 and two threaded fasteners 220, in
the depicted example. However, other assembly configura-
tions have been contemplated.

The bearing block 231 has a first end face 233, a second
end face 234 and includes a bearing surface 216. The bearing
surface 216 is in the form of a separate bearing shell made
from a bearing material. Two spaced apart holes are formed
to the bearing block 231 to allow for the passage of the
threaded fasteners 220.

The threaded fasteners 220 and the insulation of these
fasteners 220 from the bearing block 231 is shown in FIG.
9 but is similar to that previously described with reference
to FIG. 7 with the exception that, in this case, there is only
a single insulating bearing block 231.

Two spaced apart threaded fasteners 220 are used and
each of the threaded fasteners 220 has a head 221, an
elongate shank 222 and a threaded end portion 223 that is
threadingly engaged with a female thread form in the
cylinder block 5. The head 221 of the threaded fastener 220
reacts directly against the end face 213 of the bearing block
231.

An air gap 217a is formed between the shank 222 of the
threaded fastener 220 and the holes formed in the bearing
block 231 so as to provide a thermal barrier between the
shank 222 of the threaded fastener 220 and the bearing block
231.
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The bearing block 231 is made from a material having a
very low thermal conductivity such as, for example, Silicon
Carbide or other suitable ceramic materials. It is also advan-
tageous if the material used to form the bearing block 231
has a lower coeflicient of linear expansion than the material
from which a shaft rotatably supported by the bearing block
231 is made. This because differential expansion can then be
used as previously described to vary the clearance between
the crankshaft 7 and the bearing material 216 as the tem-
perature varies. The clearance is large when the components
are at or close to ambient temperature and small when the
components are at their normal operating temperatures.

The bearing block 231 rotatably supports a crankshaft 7
and an oil feed (not shown) is formed as part of the bearing
block 231 to supply lubricating oil to the crankshaft 7.
Additionally, the flat second end face 234 of the bearing
block 231 forms a flat surface that abuts directly against the
flat support surface 6 on the cylinder block 5.

It will be appreciated that some heat will be lost from the
oil to the bearing block 231 but this heat loss is minimal
compared to the heat that is lost to the cylinder block 5 if the
bearing block is made from a thermally conductive material
and is in direct contact with the cylinder block 5.

Rotation of the crankshaft 7 in the bearing block 231
produces friction thereby heating the oil but, due to the fact
that the bearing block assembly 210 forms a thermal barrier
between the oil used to lubricate the crankshaft 7 and the
cylinder block 5, the loss of heat from the oil is significantly
reduced thereby assisting with oil warm-up particularly
following a cold start of the engine of which the cylinder
block 5 forms a part.

The use of a ceramic insulating material for the bearing
block 231 is a particularly effective means of preventing heat
transfer from the oil used to lubricate the shaft to the
cylinder block 5.

In addition, as previously described, because the thermal
coeflicient of expansion of the ceramic bearing block 231 is
considerably less than that of the material used to manufac-
ture the crankshaft 7 (steel or cast iron), other advantageous
friction and oil flow effects can be obtained.

It will be appreciated that large engine component such as
a cylinder block of an engine or a cylinder head of an engine
may need a number of bearing block assemblies of the type
previously described attached thereto in a spaced apart
relationship for supporting a rotatable shaft such as for
example a crankshaft, balancer shaft or camshatt.

In one example, the large engine component 5 has a single
flat planar mounting surface 6 to which all of the respective
bearing block assemblies 10, 30, 110, 210 are attached. In an
alternative example, the large engine component 5 has a like
number of flat mounting surfaces 6 as there are bearing
block assemblies 10, 30, 110, 210 and each bearing block
assembly 10, 30, 110, 210 is attached to a respective one of
the flat mounting surfaces 6.

It will be appreciated that the four bearing block assembly
examples described above are of a very simple construction
and are all attached to a flat surface formed on the large
structural component thereby reducing both the time and
cost of manufacture of both the bearing block assemblies
and the large engine component to which they are attached.

Therefore in summary, an engine bearing block assem-
blies provides reduced heat lost from oil used to lubricate a
shaft supported by the bearing assembly thereby assisting
with warm-up of the oil particularly following an engine
start-up from cold and reducing fuel usage.

In two particularly advantageous examples, the bearing
blocks or bearing block may be formed from an insulating
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material having a lower coefficient of linear expansion that
the supported shaft. This permits the use of a temperature
variable clearance strategy for the bearing formed by the
shaft and the bearing block assembly in which a larger than
normal clearance is used when the shaft and the bearing
block assembly are at ambient temperature thereby reducing
friction and fuel usage when the oil is cold. Differential
expansion reduces the clearance when the shaft and the
bearing block assembly are at their normal working tem-
perature to reduce oil flow through the bearing.

It will be appreciated that location means such as, for
example and without limitation, dowel pins will in practice
be provided to provide the correct positioning of each
bearing block assembly on the large engine component to
which it is attached.

It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that
although the invention has been described by way of
example with reference to one or more embodiments it is not
limited to the disclosed embodiments and that alternative
embodiments could be constructed without departing from
the scope of the invention as defined by the appended
claims.

Additionally, one of the bearing block assemblies 10, 30,
110, 210, shown in FIGS. 1, 2, 6, and 8, as well as the large
engine component 5, shown in FIGS. FIGS. 1, 2, 6, and 8,
may be included in an engine system 100, in one example.

Note that the example control and estimation routines
included herein can be used with various engine and/or
vehicle system configurations. The specific routines
described herein may represent one or more of any number
of processing strategies such as event-driven, interrupt-
driven, multi-tasking, multi-threading, and the like. As such,
various actions, operations, and/or functions illustrated may
be performed in the sequence illustrated, in parallel, or in
some cases omitted. Likewise, the order of processing is not
necessarily required to achieve the features and advantages
of'the examples described herein, but is provided for ease of
illustration and description. One or more of the illustrated
actions, operations and/or functions may be repeatedly per-
formed depending on the particular strategy being used.

It will be appreciated that the configurations and routines
disclosed herein are exemplary in nature, and that these
specific examples are not to be considered in a limiting
sense, because numerous variations are possible. For
example, the above technology can be applied to V-6, 1-4,
1-6, V-12, opposed 4, and other engine types. The subject
matter of the present disclosure includes all novel and
non-obvious combinations and sub-combinations of the
various systems and configurations, and other features,
functions, and/or properties disclosed herein.

The following claims particularly point out certain com-
binations and sub-combinations regarded as novel and non-
obvious. These claims may refer to “an” element or “a first”
element or the equivalent thereof. Such claims should be
understood to include incorporation of one or more such
elements, neither requiring nor excluding two or more such
elements. Other combinations and sub-combinations of the
disclosed features, functions, elements, and/or properties
may be claimed through amendment of the present claims or
through presentation of new claims in this or a related
application. Such claims, whether broader, narrower, equal,
or different in scope to the original claims, also are regarded
as included within the subject matter of the present disclo-
sure.
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The invention claimed is:

1. A bearing block assembly in an engine comprising:

a first and a second bearing block that fully surround and
rotatably support an oil lubricated shaft and a fastening
apparatus to attach the first and second bearing blocks
to a flat mounting surface on a large engine component;

wherein the bearing block assembly includes a flat layer
of insulating material positioned between an end face
of the second bearing block and the flat mounting
surface, wherein the second bearing block is between
the oil lubricated shaft and the flat layer of insulating
material, and wherein the flat layer of insulating mate-
rial is positioned so that no part of the end face of the
second bearing block is in contact with the flat mount-
ing surface, the flat layer of insulating material config-
ured to reduce a loss of heat to the large engine
component from oil used to lubricate the shaft.

2. The bearing block assembly of claim 1, wherein the
fastening apparatus comprises a pair of spaced apart
threaded fasteners that extend through holes in the two
bearing blocks to attach the bearing blocks to the large
engine component, and where the first bearing block is an
upper block and where the end face is an upper end of the
first bearing block that is flat and adjacent to the flat layer,
and wherein the large engine component’s flat mounting
surface is also adjacent the flat layer opposite the upper end
of the first bearing block.

3. The bearing block assembly of claim 2, where the flat
layer of insulating material is a flat insulating plate made
from a ceramic material having a low thermal conductivity,
and wherein ends of the flat plate align with sides of the first
and second bearing blocks.

4. The bearing block assembly of claim 3, where each
threaded fastener has an elongate shank that extends through
at least one of the first and second bearing blocks and a
secondary thermal barrier is interposed between each elon-
gate shank and the bearing block through which it extends,
and where the secondary thermal barrier comprises one of a
tube made from an insulating material, an air gap and a layer
of insulating material on the elongate shank.

5. The bearing block assembly of claim 2, where the flat
layer of insulating material is an insulating plate made from
a ceramic material having a low thermal conductivity.

6. The bearing block assembly of claim 5, where the
insulating material is Silicon Carbide.

7. A bearing block assembly in an engine comprising:

at least one bearing block fully surrounding and rotatably
supporting an oil lubricated shaft;

a fastening apparatus to attach the at least one bearing
block to a flat mounting surface on a large engine
component; and
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a flat layer of insulating material positioned between a flat
end face of the at least one bearing block and the flat
mounting surface of the large engine component,
wherein the at least one bearing block is between the oil
lubricated shaft and the flat layer of insulating material.

8. The bearing block assembly of claim 7, wherein the at
least one bearing block includes only a single bearing block
and the fastening apparatus comprises a pair of spaced apart
threaded fasteners that extend through holes in the single
bearing block to attach the single bearing block to the large
engine component.

9. The bearing block assembly of claim 7, where the flat
layer of insulating material is made from Silicon Carbide.

10. The bearing block assembly of claim 7, where the flat
layer of insulating material is formed as an insulating plate.

11. The bearing block assembly of claim 7, where the
large engine component is an engine block that has an equal
number of flat mounting surfaces as bearing block assem-
blies of a system, each bearing block assembly attached to
a respective flat mounting surface.

12. The bearing block assembly of claim 7, where the
large engine component is a cylinder block of an engine, a
crankcase of an engine, or a cylinder head of an engine.

13. A system comprising:

an engine bearing block assembly with a first and a second
bearing block that fully surround and rotatably support
an oil lubricated shaft;

a fastening apparatus to attach the first and second bearing
blocks to a flat mounting surface on an engine block;
and

a flat thermal barrier between a flat end face of the second
bearing block and the flat mounting surface on the
engine block, the second bearing block between the oil
lubricated shaft and the flat thermal barrier, and the flat
thermal barrier abutting directly against the flat mount-
ing surface to block heat transfer to the engine block
from oil lubricating the shaft.

14. The system of claim 13, wherein the flat thermal
barrier is formed as an insulating plate made from Silicon
Carbide.

15. The system of claim 13, where the engine block has
only a single flat planar mounting surface to which all
bearing block assemblies are attached.

16. The system of claim 13, wherein the flat thermal
barrier is formed as an insulating plate, the insulating plate
made from a ceramic material having a low thermal con-
ductivity.



